
Solo Flatpicking Guitar i

10 Favorite Fiddle Tunes

Solo Flatpicking 
Guitar

by Roberto Dalla Vecchia



Solo Flatpicking Guitarii

All contents copyright Roberto Dalla Vecchia

www.flatpick.com                    800-413-8296

Solo Flatpicking Guitar

 
Welcome to the PDF-based version of Roberto Dalla Vecchia’s Flatpicking 
Guitar Solos. All pages of this book are presented in Adobe Acrobat Portable 
Document File (.PDF) format and are printable on your computer printer.

For best results, you will need to have the latest version of Adobe Acrobat Reader 
software (version 5.0 or later) installed on your personal computer. You may 
need to visit the Adobe website (www.adobe.com) to download the latest version 
of this free software. 

The line items in the Table of Contents on the next page are hot-linked to the 
pages in this book.  To access a particular item, simply click on the title in the 
Table of Contents.

www.flatpickdigital.com

TERMS OF USE for PDFs:

1. COPYRIGHT. Roberto Dalla Vecchia owns all rights to all PDF files contained in this book, 
and the copyrights therein.  
All rights reserved.
2. PDF FILES: COPYING AND DISTRIBUTING. Users may print single copies of this 
publication solely for their personal noncommercial use in accordance with the terms of this 
Agreement.    Substantial or systematic reproduction by Authorized Users is not permitted. 
Distributing or posting the PDF files is strictly prohibited without written permission of Roberto 
Dalla Vecchia. 
3. ALTERATION. Authorized Users may not modify, adapt, transform, translate or create any 
derivative work based on any materials included in this e-book, or otherwise use any such 
materials in a manner that would infringe the copyrights therein.

                      We Thank You for your cooperation!



Solo Flatpicking Guitar iii

Forward by Dan Miller   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . iv

Introduction by Roberto Dalla Vecchia .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . v

Notes  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . vi

Whiskey Before Breakfast  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 2

Turkey in the Straw .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 6

Bonaparte Crossing the Rhine   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    10

Arkansas Traveler   .  .   .   .   .   .    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 14

Bully of the Town  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    20

Red Haired Boy  .   .    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  24

Cattle in the Cane   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  30

The Rights of Man    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 36

Fisher’s Hornpipe   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 42

Angeline the Baker   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 46

Table of Contents



Solo Flatpicking Guitariv

Forward

� � � � � 6LQFH� ÁDWSLFNLQJ� JXLWDU� SOD\HUV� W\SLFDOO\� SHUIRUP� DQG� UHFRUG� LQ� WKH� HQVHPEOH� VHWWLQJ��
ÁDWSLFNLQJ�VRORV�DUH�XVXDOO\�DUUDQJHG�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�RWKHU�LQVWUXPHQWV�SURYLGLQJ�UK\WKPLF�
DQG�KDUPRQLF�DFFRPSDQLPHQW���:KLOH�WKRVH�VLQJOH�QRWH�OLQHDU�VRORV�VRXQG�JUHDW�ZKHQ�SOD\HG�LQ�
WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�DQ�HQVHPEOH��WKH\�FDQ�VRXQG�TXLWH�VSDUVH�DQG�ODFNLQJ�LQ�WH[WXUH�DQG�GLPHQVLRQ�
LI�WKH�ÁDWSLFNLQJ�JXLWDU�SOD\HU�LV�SOD\LQJ�VROR���0RUH�DQG�PRUH��ÁDWSLFNHUV�DUH�H[SORULQJ�VROR�
SHUIRUPDQFH���:HOO�NQRZQ�ÁDWSLFNHUV�OLNH�'DQ�&UDU\��%HSSH�*DPEHWWD��6WHYH�.DXIPDQ��'DYLG�
*ULHU��5REHUW�%RZOLQ�DQG�2UULQ�6WDU��DQG�RWKHUV��DUH�SHUIRUPLQJ�DQG�RU�UHFRUGLQJ�DV�VROR�DFWV���
7KHVH�SOD\HUV�DUH�DGGLQJ�WHFKQLTXHV�VXFK�DV�RSHQ�ULQJLQJ�QRWHV��FKRUGDO�VWUXPV��FKRUG�PHORG\�
VW\OH�SKUDVHV��ÁRDWLQJ�OLFNV��GURQH�QRWHV��DQG�FURVVSLFNLQJ�WR�WKHLU�OLQHDU�OLQHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�DGG�D�
IXOO�WH[WXUH�DQG�EURDG�GLPHQVLRQ�WR�VROR�SHUIRUPDQFHV���%XW�VWLOO��ZULWWHQ�PDWHULDO�DUUDQJHG�IRU�
WKH�VROR�SOD\HU�LV�QRW�VR�HDV\�WR�ÀQG�

�����,Q�WKLV�ERRN�,WDOLDQ�ÁDWSLFNHU�5REHUWR�'DOOD�9HFFKLD�H[SORUHV�WHQ�VWDQGDUG�ÁDWSLFNLQJ�ÀGGOH�
WXQHV�DQG�KDV�DUUDQJHG�WKHP�IRU�VROR�ÁDWSLFNLQJ�JXLWDU���5REHUWR�LV�D�WDOHQWHG�ÁDWSLFNHU�ZKR�
LV� FRPIRUWDEOH� SHUIRUPLQJ� DQG� UHFRUGLQJ� DV� D� VROR� DFW�� �+LV� DUUDQJHPHQWV� KHUH� DUH� FUHDWLYH�
DQG�LQWHUHVWLQJ���,�SUHGLFW�WKDW�LQWHUPHGLDWH�DQG�DGYDQFHG�ÁDWSLFNLQJ�JXLWDU�SOD\HUV�ZLOO�HQMR\�
OHDUQLQJ� WKHVH� DUUDQJHPHQWV� DQG� DGGLQJ�5REHUWR·V� LGHDV� WR� WKHLU� RZQ�DUUDQJHPHQWV�RI� WKHVH�
SRSXODU�WXQHV�

����$V�WKH�HGLWRU�DQG�SXEOLVKHU�RI�Flatpicking Guitar Magazine��,·YH�UHFHLYHG�QXPHURXV�UHTXHVWV�
IRU�DUUDQJHPHQWV�RI�ÀGGOH� WXQHV� IRU� WKH� VROR�ÁDWSLFNLQJ�JXLWDU�SOD\HU�� �0DQ\�RI�RXU� UHDGHUV�
VSHQG�D�ORW�RI�WLPH�SOD\LQJ�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�RU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�DW�KRPH�ZLWK�QR�DFFRPSDQLPHQW���
$V�VWDWHG�DERYH��ÀGGOH�WXQH�VRORV�RQ�WKH�JXLWDU�WKDW�DUH�DUUDQJHG�DQG�ZULWWHQ�IRU�WKH�HQVHPEOH�
SOD\HU�VRXQG�YHU\�VSDUVH�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�SOD\LQJ�VROR���7KLV�ERRN�SURYLGHV�DQ�DQVZHU�WR�WKRVH�
SOD\HUV�ZKR�DUH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�ZULWWHQ�ÀGGOH�WXQH�DUUDQJHPHQWV�IRU�VROR�ÁDWSLFNLQJ�JXLWDU�

�����,�KRSH�WKDW�\RX�HQMR\�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�WKHVH�DUUDQJHPHQWV���$V�5REHUWR�VWDWHV�LQ�KLV�QRWHV��EH�
VXUH�WR�OHW�WKRVH�QRWHV�ULQJ���+DYH�IXQ�DQG�NHHS�SLFNLQ·�

������������� � � � � 'DQ�0LOOHU
      Flatpicking Guitar Magazine
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Introduction

�����,·YH�EHHQ�SODQQLQJ�WR�ZULWH�WKLV�ERRN�IRU�VHYHUDO�\HDUV��,�JUHZ�XS�LQ�,WDO\�ZKLFK��DV�\RX�FDQ�
LPDJLQH��LV�QRW�D�FRXQWU\�ZLWK�PDQ\�ÁDWSLFNHUV�RU�EOXHJUDVV�PXVLFLDQV��6R�,�RIWHQ�ÀQG�P\VHOI�
ÁDWSLFNLQJ�DORQJ�WR�UHFRUGV�RU�E\�P\VHOI�

�����,�VWDUWHG�SOD\LQJ�ÀGGOH�WXQHV�ZLWKRXW�EDFNXS�RXW�RI�QHFHVVLW\��DQG�,�VRRQ�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�,�UHDOO\�
HQMR\�LW��7KHUH�ZHUH�VRPH�JUHDW�ÁDWSLFNLQJ�UROH�PRGHOV�GRLQJ�WKH�VDPH��1RUPDQ�%ODNH�DQG�'DQ�
&UDU\�LPPHGLDWHO\�FRPH�WR�PLQG��7KH\�LQVSLUHG�PH�DQG�KHOSHG�PH�GLVFRYHU�DQG�DFWXDOO\�ORYH�WKH�
FKDOOHQJH�RI�SOD\LQJ�VROR�ÁDWSLFNLQJ�

7KLV�ERRN�LV�D�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�WHQ�ÀGGOH�WXQHV�DUUDQJHG�IRU�WKH�VROR�ÁDWSLFNHU��,�KDYH�SOD\HG�VRPH�
RI�WKHVH�DUUDQJHPHQWV�IRU�\HDUV��DQG�,�HYHQ�UHFRUGHG�D�FRXSOH�RI�WKHVH�WXQHV�RQ�P\�&'V��6RPH�
DUUDQJHPHQWV�DUH�FRPSOHWHO\�QHZ��,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�VRPH�IULHQGV�IURP�WKH�)ODWSLFN�/�
OLVW�IRU�UHFRPPHQGLQJ�VHYHUDO�RI�WKHVH�ÀGGOH�WXQHV�

�����,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�WKDQN�P\�ZLIH��0DULQD�%DVVR��IRU�DOO�KHU�KHOS�DQG�VXSSRUW��:LWKRXW�KHU�WKLV�
ERRN�ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�EHHQ�SRVVLEOH��7KDQNV�WR�P\�VWXGHQW�&KLDUD�6ELFHJR�IRU�FKHFNLQJ�WKH�WDEV�
DQG�FRUUHFWLQJ�WKHP��7KDQNV�DOVR�WR�DOO�WKH�PXVLFLDQV�ZLWK�ZKRP�,·YH�SOD\HG��HDFK�RQH�KDV�WDXJKW�
PH�VRPHWKLQJ��)LQDOO\��WKDQNV�WR�'DQ�0LOOHU�DQG�+LJK�9LHZ�3XEOLFDWLRQV�IRU�DOO�RI�WKHLU�KHOS�DQG�
VXSSRUW�

� � � � � � 5REHUWR�'DOOD�9HFFKLD
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Whiskey Before Breakfast
Traditional, arranged by Roberto Dalla Vecchia

© 2013 Roberto Dalla Vecchia (SIAE). All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Capo II
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Arkansas Traveller
Traditional, arranged by Roberto Dalla Vecchia

© 2013 Roberto Dalla Vecchia (SIAE). All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Tuning: D A D G B E
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Bully of the Town
Traditional, arranged by Roberto Dalla Vecchia

© 2013 Roberto Dalla Vecchia (SIAE). All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Capo II



Solo Flatpicking Guitar24

& # C

C
œ1 œ œ3 œœ œ œ
3

0
5

3
0

5
0

Intro

œ œ œ œœ œ
3

0
5

3
0

5

œ œ œ œœ œ œ
3

0
5

3
0

5
0

œ œ œ ..œœ jœ
3

0
5

..3
0

J
0

�

& # ..

..
5 œ

3 œœ œ œ œ œ

3

0
0

0 2
0 1

G

œ4 œ œ œ œœœœ œ œ

3
0

3 0 1
0
2
3

0

�
1

S�

C

œ œ œ3 œœ œ4 œ

3
0

�
5

�
3
0 5

0

G

& #
8

œ2 œ œn ....œœœœ jœ

2

P

0
3

....0
1
0
3 J

0

�

F

œ œœ œ œ œ œ

3

0
0

0 2
0 1

G

œ œ œ œ œœœœ œ œ

3
0

0
0

1
0
2
3

0

�
1

S�

C

Red Haired Boy
Traditional, arranged by Roberto Dalla Vecchia

© 2013 Roberto Dalla Vecchia (SIAE). All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Capo II
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Fisher's Hornpipe
Traditional, arranged by Roberto Dalla Vecchia

© 2013 Roberto Dalla Vecchia (SIAE). All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Tuning: D G D G B E
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Angeline the Baker
Traditional, arranged by Roberto Dalla Vecchia

© 2013 Roberto Dalla Vecchia (SIAE). All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Tuning: D A D G A D
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     Acoustic guitar artist Roberto Dalla Vecchia draws deeply from his personal homeland to craft 
his melodic folk-bluegrass tunes.  Based in Italy, Dalla Vecchia performs regularly at concerts 
and festivals and teaches workshops throughout Europe.  He is the winner of Acoustic Guitar 
Magazine’s 2003 Homegrown CD Award. His CD Grateful won second place in the Instrumental 
$OEXP�FDWHJRU\�RI�WKH������-XVW�3ODLQ�)RONV�0XVLF�$ZDUGV���/HW�KLV�VLJQDWXUH�ÁDWSLFN�VW\OH�JXLGH�
you through an original and exciting repertoire of new standards for acoustic guitar.

     The Vicenza, Italy-based artist learned classical piano as a child, but later embraced the guitar 
WKDQNV�WR�WKH�PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�ÁDWSLFNLQJ�JXLWDU�JXUX�%HSSH�*DPEHWWD���'DOOD�9HFFKLD�PDLQWDLQV�D�
busy solo performance schedule at various venues throughout Europe. He toured nationally and 
LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\��SHUIRUPLQJ�DW�WKH�*XLWDU�6XPPLW��3KLODGHOSKLD��86$���6WHYH�.DXIPDQ·V�.DPS�
�0DU\YLOOH�� 86$��� (XURSHDQ�:RUOG� RI� %OXHJUDVV� �%DUQHYHOG�� 7KH� 1HWKHUODQGV��� 6%0$�:LQWHU�
%OXHJUDVV� )HVWLYDO� �%UXJJ�� 6ZLW]HUODQG��� 5LVRU� %OXHJUDVV� )HVWLYDO� �5LVRU�� 1RUZD\��� *ROGHJJHU�
%OXHV� 	� )RON� 7DJH� �*ROGHJJ�� $XVWULD��� 6RDYH� *XLWDU� )HVWLYDO� �9HURQD�� ,WDO\��� $FRXVWLF� *XLWDU�
,QWHUQDWLRQDO� 0HHWLQJ� �6DU]DQD�� ,WDO\�� DPRQJ� RWKHUV�� � ,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR� SHUIRUPLQJ� DW� FRQFHUWV��
IHVWLYDOV��FRPPXQLW\�HYHQWV��'DOOD�9HFFKLD�UXQV�KLV�RZQ�$FRXVWLF�*XLWDU�:RUNVKRS�LQ�,WDO\�HDFK�
year and teaches guitar workshops in Europe.

     Dalla Vecchia released six CDs: Open Spaces ��������Sit Back���������Grateful ��������Unknown 
Legends���������Hand in Hand���������DQG�Morning Lights���������Hand in Hand offers a rich and 
LQJHQLRXV�V\QWKHVLV�RI�$PHULFDQ�VRXQGV�DQG�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�ÁDYRUV��H[SUHVVHG�ZLWK�LQYHQWLYHQHVV�
and energy and full of instrumental precision, always arranged with an attentive eye to tradition.
     His guitar work is also featured on various compilation CDs: Flatpicking 2003��)*0�5HFRUGV���
European World of Bluegrass������DQG���������������������6&5�3URGXFWLRQV���Country In This 
Country��0$3�5HFRUGV���DPRQJ�RWKHUV�

�����'DOOD�9HFFKLD·V�SOD\LQJ�VWDQGV�RXW�DV�PHORGLFDOO\�LQVSLUHG�DQG�PHDQLQJIXOO\�IRFXVHG��+LV�ÁDLU�
for the melody is strongly evident in his compositions, many of which are singable and memorable.

About The Author

Roberto Dalla  Vecchia

Flatpicking Guitar
with Italian Gusto

www.robertodallavecchia.com
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Flatpicking Guitar Christmas: 
10 Carols Arranged for Solo Flatpicking Guitar

%RRN�DQG�$XGLR�&'
%\�5REHUWR�'DOOD�9HFFKLD

��� � �'XULQJ�WKH�KROLGD\�VHDVRQ��LW�LV�QRW�XQFRPPRQ�IRU�JXLWDU�SOD\HUV�
WR�EH�DVNHG�E\�IDPLO\�DQG�IULHQGV� LI� WKH\�ZRXOG�SOD\�D� IHZ�VHDVRQDO�
WXQHV��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��PRVW� JXLWDU� SOD\HUV� GR� QRW� VSHQG� D� ORW� RI� WLPH�
SUDFWLFLQJ� DQG� OHDUQLQJ� WKHVH� WXQHV�� )RU� D� ÁDWSLFNHU�� SLFNLQJ� XS� WKH�
JXLWDU�DQG�SOD\LQJ�D�&KULVWPDV�PHORG\�ZLWKRXW�WKH�DFFRPSDQLPHQW�RI�
RWKHU�PXVLFLDQV�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�LV�W\SLFDOO\�RXWVLGH�RI�WKHLU�FRPIRUW�
]RQH��%XW�WKDW�GRHVQ·W�KDYH�WR�EH�WKH�FDVH�

�����,WDOLDQ�ÁDWSLFNLQJ�PDVWHU�5REHUWR�'DOOD�9HFFKLD�KDV�QRZ�SUHVHQWHG�
DUUDQJHPHQWV� RI� ��� KROLGD\� IDYRULWHV� DUUDQJHG� IRU� VROR� ÁDWSLFNLQJ�
JXLWDU��:LWK�WKLV�QHZ�ERRN��Flatpicking Guitar Christmas��\RX�ZLOO�EH�
DEOH�WR�OHDUQ�KRZ�WR�SOD\�IXOO�DQG�ULFK�VROR�JXLWDU�DUUDQJHPHQW�RI�WHQ�RI�
WKH�DOO�WLPH�PRVW�SRSXODU�&KULVWPDV�WXQHV��$GGLWLRQDOO\��D�VWXG\�RI�5REHUWR·V�VROR�ÁDWSLFNLQJ�WHFKQLTXH�ZLOO�
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